
 

 

 
 

Office of the Mayor 

 

City of College Place, Washington 

625 S. College Avenue 

Ph: (509)-529-1200 

Em: nhernandez@cpwa.us 

www.cpwa.us 

January 14th, 2021 

Recipient Name 
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Olympia, WA, 98504-0002 

Dear Governor Inslee,  

I am writing you regarding the recently released Healthy Washington Plan. While I appreciate 

the intent to reopen sectors of the economy while safeguarding against the effects of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, I believe this approach is deeply flawed.  

The previously utilized SafeStart Plan allowed counties to control their own destiny by being 

able to work through four phases. This approach greatly fit with the dynamics of Walla Walla 

County as the Cities, County, Hospital, VA, Prison, Colleges, and School Districts have greatly 

coordinated to rising up to the challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic via twice weekly Unified 

Command Coordination Calls. The local governments even financially partnered with 

Providence St. Mary’s Hospital to acquire a CEPHID machine to allow for rapid COVID-19 testing. 

Walla Walla County and partner agencies have put forth exemplary efforts to rise to the COVID-

19 challenge. That is why we were able to quickly attain Phase 2 status under the previous 

SafeStart Plan. The City has continued to partner with agencies across the County on various 

elements needed for the response to the pandemic including rental assistance, utility 

assistance, small business assistance, and distribution of personal protective equipment.  

The Healthy Washington Plan permits reopening by region as opposed to County.  The City is in 

the South Central region that spans from Dayton to Cle Elum. This geography is unwieldy, with 

very unique public health challenges/infrastructure and economic sectors. The City participated 

in the first coordination call with mayors, managers, and County Commissioners across the 

South Central region on January 13th, 2021. During the call it became readily apparent that the  
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severity of COVID-19 cases, deaths, and even approaches to dealing with the pandemic greatly 

vary due to inputs such as population size, medical staff availability, and economy. The 

differences between the six counties that comprise the region are so acute it has become 

apparent to many in the region this will stymie the efforts of the Walla Walla Valley to reopen in 

a timely manner.  

Another issue with the Healthy Washington Plan is the data metrics that the entire region must 

meet to move from Phase 1 to Phase 2. The reliance on the ten percent positivity rate is 

problematic. The State Department of Health Data Dashboard prominently states that “Total 

case counts may include up to 360 duplicates; positive test results from January 5th, 2021 are 

incomplete, as are negative test results data from November 21st, 2020 through today. 

Therefore, percent positivity (testing tab) and case counts should be interpreted with caution.  

The Healthy Washington Plan really needs to be modified whereas Counties can once again 

control their own destiny. I realize it may be easier on the state to administer eight regions than 

thirty-nine counties, but from our perspective this current method is unworkable from a local 

level and will keep Walla Walla Valley (Walla Walla and Columbia County) further behind in 

reopening where we should be because of our much larger neighbors such as the Tri-Cities and 

Yakima metro regions.  

 The Warmest Regards, 

 

Norma L. Hernández 

MAYOR 


